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Abstract 
 
Project Title: 
 
The Double Effects of Living in a Diaspora 
      - The Kurdish Case 
 
 
This project is investigating the effects of the double environment of Kurdish people living in 
Denmark. This is done by testing the theory of double environment on empirical data, gathered 
from interviews with PKK supporters living in Denmark. In order to get a deep understanding of the 
ongoing conflict between PKK and the Turkish government, the historical aspects of the conflict 
will be investigated. This is also done in order to understand the different aspects of the double 
environment investigated, such as national identity, social identity, and diaspora theory of the PKK 
supporters living in Denmark.  
The findings of this project is that the Kurdish people living in Denmark and supporting the PKK 
are currently living in a double environment, in which they are being influenced by both the Danish 
society and their affiliation to the PKK.   
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Problem area  
In January 2013 three Kurdish women were shot dead in Paris, including the 
PKK co-founder Sakine Cansiz (http://www.bbc.co.uk/, 11/5-2013). This 
event started our initial interest in the Kurdish people as a whole, with a focus on 
the PKK, what had lead up to this episode and why those three women were 
killed. 
Kurdistan is the name of the area from where the Kurds originate, the area has 
been referred to as Kurdistan since the 13th century (Marlies Casier 2010). 
Persecution of the Kurdish people has been evident on more than one occasion, but the most known incident 
happened in the northern-western corner of Iraq, when in march 1991 “U.S. troops at the northern-western 
observation point in Iraq reported watching Iraqi forces brutally attack civilian targets in the Kurdish town of 
Samawah on the 28th” (http://www.refworld.org 13/5-2013). This was followed by chemical bombings by the 
Iraqi government in April 1992 with many casualties (http://www.refworld.org 13/5-2013). 
 
PKK, also known as the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, was officially established in 1978 (Marlies Casier 2010, p 3). 
Due to “the 1980 coup, which had led to the imprisonment and exile of almost all leftist and Kurdish nationalist 
party leaders and militants” (Marlies Casier 2010, p 3), the PKK leadership from the beginning of the 1980s fled to 
Syria. Because of this, the organisation remained operational and in response to the imprisonment of Kurdish 
nationalists, the PKK started a guerrilla war (Marlies Casier 2010).  
In 1984 the PKK started its armed insurgency, initially aiming at “a destruction of colonialism – referring to all the 
state-forces occupying the Kurdish populated region of the north-western Middle East (i.e. including territory Syria, 
Iraq and Iran, not just Turkey) – and “the construction of a democratic and united Kurdistan, based on a Marxist-
Leninist principles” (Marlies Casier 2010: 3). 
In the early 1990s PKK militants had parts of the south-east territory of Turkey under control, however the Turkish 
state had by the beginning of the millennium largely regained control of the situation, but even today the situation 
remains tense, with a small but steady numbers of casualties on both sides (Marlies Casier 2010). However the 
PKK and its leader Abdullah !calan “today no longer advocates separation from Turkey as official policy, but 
seeks the transformation of – and its integration into – a democratized, confederalised Turkey” (Akkaya & 
Jongerden, 2011).  
 
The conflict, and with it the unstable situation in the area, has led to many hundreds of thousand Kurdish refugees 
(http://www.refworld.org 13/5-2013). The main part of the refugees had returned by 1994, but the on-going 
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struggle has led to Kurds immigrating and today Diaspora communities exist throughout Europe. Furthermore the 
“raising mass popular support and developing organizational networks (based in the Kurdish cities inside Turkey 
and amongst the Diaspora in Europe)” (Marlies Casier 2010, p 3), has increased the capacity of the PKK “to 
operate within the political framework of the state (and Europe)” (Marlies Casier 2010, p 3). 
 
In 2002 the PKK (Kurdistan Workers’ Party) was first internationally listed as a terrorist organisation (Marlies 
Casier 2010). This happened after years of struggle, where the PKK had been involved in not only attacks on 
military objectives. The timing of the labelling was during a period in which there was an official ceasefire between 
the PKK and the Turkish, and it has therefore been criticised by many of the leading figures of the PKK as a 
betrayal towards the Kurdish people around Europe (Casier, M.: 402). 
In Denmark there are around 25.000 people with Kurdish as their mother tongue (www.kurder.dk 5/5-2013). 
The main parts of the Kurdish people living in Denmark originate from the Turkish part of Kurdistan 
(www.kurder.dk 5/5-2013).  It is the Kurdish people living in Denmark and supporting the PKK who will be the 
objects of research in this project. The focus will be on what they believe could be the solution of the conflict, and 
how the political decision to put the PKK on the official EU terror list has affected their lives. In relation to this, the 
development of PKK as an organisation/party will also be investigated, again through the eyes of the interviewees. 
This will be analysed in the context of resent events, one of which being that Öcalan has said, that PKK will 
withdraw its soldiers from Turkey. Through this project will be able to investigate the double environment of 
Kurdish people living in Denmark and supporting the PKK.  The hypothesis of this project is that the PKK has 
played an important role in the creation of the Kurdish diaspora community around the world. Another hypothesis 
of this project is that the supporters of the PKK, living in Denmark are also influenced by the Danish society. This 
project is therefore investigating how Kurdish people, supporting the PKK, have been affected by both the Danish 
society and their affiliation to the PKK, and how this has affected their views toward the conflict regarding 
Kurdistan.  
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Problem formulation 
 
What are the effects of the double environment for Kurdish people living in Denmark? 
Research questions 
1. What historical aspects of the Kurdish area, referred to as Kurdistan, have influenced the on-
going conflict? 
2. How do the Kurds living in Denmark, and supporting PKK, view the conflict? 
3. Research what possible restrictions the Danish Kurds have experienced in regard to the 
terror listing of PKK. 
 
 
 
These three research questions will hopefully help us answer our problem formulation in a 
satisfying way. As mentioned earlier, the questions will be answered with the information received 
from the interviews, and put into the historical context investigated as the first thing. By doing this, 
we are able to show the local truth of the Kurdish people living in Denmark and supporting the 
PKK.  
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Theory  
The next chapter will be regarding the chosen theory of the project.  
 
Displacement 
In the case that is being investigated, in this project, the kind of displacement that is being referred 
to, is one which results in a radical dispossession of those, in this case the Kurds, who are found not 
to belong within the territorial boundaries emerging through history; dividing the Kurdish area in to 
four different countries leaving the Kurds without a nation of their own and as an ethnicity in these 
countries. 
 
When working with displacement theory one seeks to investigate why people identify themselves 
with their so-called homeland/country/origin/nation (Malkki, L., 1992: 24-25). Displacement can be 
looked upon in two different ways, as a cause from transplantation or uprootness; transplantation 
referring to situations as the colonization and uprootness to situations as refugees moving/fleeing to 
and settling in another country (Malkki, L., 1992: 26-28).  
To be able to investigate why this group of people might identify themselves with their homeland 
and the PKK, it is crucial to be looking at the national identity that is created among these people 
and why it is created. 
In order to investigate the affiliation between Kurdish people living in Denmark supporting the 
PKK and the actual PKK, it will be necessary to investigate, from their own perception, how their 
national identity has been created, being displaced from the actual fight. Therefore this project will, 
amongst other things, seek to investigate how the Kurdish people living in Denmark, a country who 
has labelled the PKK as a terror organisation, views the conflict and how they seek to solve it. This 
plays a role, when investigating the Diaspora community of the PKK supporters, since it has limited 
the ways in which it is possible to support the cause, as it is illegal to support a terror organisation. 
 
Therefore, in order to investigate this, there are some important factors, which need to be 
understood and investigated. What a nation/country/homeland is, what it means to the people and 
further how nation and culture is connected. Moreover as this project is investigating the Diaspora 
community of Kurds, specifically Kurds with affiliation to the PKK, the role of the PKK in the 
creation of this Diaspora community is also to be investigated.  
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National identity 
‘‘Every individual lives, from one generation to the next, in some society . . . he [sic] lives out a 
biography, and . . . he lives it out within some historical sequence. By the fact of his living he 
contributes, however minutely, to the shaping of his society and to the course of its history, even as 
he is made by society and by its historical push and shove.’’ (Wright, C.M., 1970: 12). This 
observation by C. Wright Mills describes a double environment wherein individuals create society 
but at the same time are also created by it (Bilton, T. et.al., 2002: 18). 
As he also states, every individual lives in a society wherein his identity is created. On the basis of 
this, it can be argued that when having to work whit affiliation in relation to Kurdish people living 
in Denmark, one has to look at both the affiliation to the PKK, but also the effects of living in 
Denmark. Therefore the double environment in this case is the one of the Kurdish Diaspora on the 
one side and the Danish society on the other. Since the objects of inquiry in this project are living in 
this double environment, it is interesting to investigate if this has affected their views towards the 
PKK, and how the conflict with Turkey is to be settled.  
 
Social identity can be seen, as an actual example of double environment. It is one’s perception of 
him/herself as a member of a social group – in our case a community. The concept is, in a 
sociological sense, primarily used to argue why people act as they do and how they actually see 
themselves (http://www.chegg.com 7/5-2013) 
When working with social identity, it is primarily crucial to look at how this social identity is and 
can be created, what factors have been determining in this sense. Two of the processes through 
which social identity can be developed are social categorization and social comparison (Houser, R. 
and Domokos-Cheng H.M., 2004: 12). Social categorization is a categorization of social groups in 
society. The categorization is done to classify and order the social environment (Houser, R. and 
Domokos-Cheng H., M. 2004: 12), and is used by individuals as a tool to categorize oneself, social 
comparison is where one stands in regard to others. Put in another way; social comparison and 
social categorization go hand in hand. 
With other words one can say that social identity is formed within the social environment and 
within the different social contexts, and people are shaped by the interplay between the influences 
that the individual is exposed to by intimate and anonymous predecessors and contemporaries. 
(Bilton, T. et.al. 2002: 15). 
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In an overall perspective National Identity is understood as a group of individuals’ perception of 
having several common features (Andersen, H. and Kaspersen, L., 2007: 448). 
Moreover as a supplement to this notion about ethnicities having different myths and symbols 
related to them the theory of ‘Imagined community’ can be used in order to determine a group’s 
national identity. These imagined communities are created in order to ensure the individuals’ 
mortality, and for social categorization to be possible for otherwise anonymous individuals 
(Andersen, H. and Kaspersen, L., 2007: 461). 
This concept was according to Benedict Anderson created through what he calls ‘’print Capitalism’’ 
(Andersen, H. and Kaspersen, L., 2007: 461), ‘’Speakers of the huge variety of Frenchs, English’s, 
or Spanish’s, who might find it difficult or even impossible to understand one another in 
conversation, became capable of comprehending one another via print and paper. In the process, 
they gradually became aware of the hundreds of thousands, even millions, of people in their 
particular language-field, and at the same time that only those hundreds of thousands, or millions, 
so belonged. These fellow-readers, to whom they were connected through print, formed, in their 
secular, particular, visible invisibility, the embryo of the nationally imagined community’’ 
(Anderson, B., n.a.: 56). 
This new era of printing technology made it possible for individuals to feel that they are a part of a 
community and had something in common with people that they will never meet or people who are 
dead or even not born yet (Andersen, H. and Kaspersen, L., 2007: 461), ‘’…than print-capitalism, 
which made it possible for rapidly growing numbers of people to think about themselves, and to 
relate themselves to others, in profoundly new ways ‘’ (Anderson, B., n.a.: 52).  
 
Print-capitalism has through time come to play a greater and greater role in the contemporary 
society and different events (Anderson, B., n.a.: 52-55), this can be illustrated in Andersons 
example with the religious propaganda war in Europe. 
‘’…opening the colossal religious propaganda war that raged across Europe for the next century. In 
this titanic 'battle for men's minds', Protestantism was always fundamentally on the offensive, 
precisely because it knew how to make use of the expanding vernacular print-market being created 
by capitalism, while the Counter-Reformation defended the citadel of Latin’’ (Anderson, B., n.a.: 
54). 
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Moreover he argues that not only does print-capitalism make it possible for people to make social 
comparison and social categorization, it also makes it possible for them to reach greater ‘audience’, 
or in the case of Luther to get a greater message through to the world – ‘’ But when in 1517 Martin 
Luther nailed his theses to the chapel-door in Wittenberg, they were printed up in German 
translation, and 'within 15 days [had been] seen in every part of the country. '15 in the two decades 
1520-1540 three times as many books were published in German as in the period 1500-1520, an 
astonishing transformation to which Luther was absolutely central. His works represented no less 
than one third of all German-language books sold between 1518 and 1525. Between 1522 and 1546, 
a total of 430 editions (whole or partial) of his Biblical translations appeared. '’’ (Anderson, B., n.a.: 
54). 
In relation to this project, the ways through which the PKK has communicated their cause is 
perceived as “print capitalism”. This is not only done in the way that Martin Luther did, through 
actual printed information, but the theory have, by this project, been broaden out, so that it fits the 
time, in which this conflict has happened. This means that this project acknowledges the 
communication stemming from the leaders of the PKK to the Kurdish Diasporas around the world, 
through for instance the Internet, as part of “print capitalism”. Therefore this will be seen a way for 
the PKK to play a role in the double environment, and thereby participate in the creation of the 
national identity within the diaspora community of Kurdish people living in Denmark and 
supporting the PKK.  
 
The understanding of Nation, Home/land, country 
Malkki states that: ‘’people are chronically mobile and routinely displaced and invent homes and 
homelands in the absence of territorial national base… through memories of, and claims on, places 
that they can and will no longer corporeally inhabit’’(Malkki, L., 1992: 24). 
As these ‘homes’ and ‘homelands’ are invented through memories, one has to investigate the root 
metaphors in order to get an understanding of what these terms actually mean to the people who 
root themselves to these. More precisely root metaphors of kinship and home as these tell 
something about the relationship between the rooted people and what they call ‘home’ (Malkki, L., 
1992: 27-30). This is also important to understand as these terms act as symbolic anchors for 
dispossessed people, regardless of where they are from (Chatty, D., 2010: 25). All of these root 
metaphors are only as powerful as the people make them, or as meaningful as they make them, 
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meaning that these terms are always socially constructed (Chatty, D., 2010: 25).   Though spatial 
meanings to geographic places are established by those with power to make places out of spaces 
(Chatty, D., 2010: 25), in this case with the Kurds, they had no power when it came to creating the 
boarders and attaining a country of their own. ‘’Thus, the creation of ‘natural links’ between places 
and people is largely dominated by the strongest cultural group that controls the state. However, 
contestation or opposition to these ‘natural links’ is common among the dispossessed and those in 
diaspora, as evidence in the emergence of ethnic ‘counter nations’… express a deeply felt 
relationship to the ‘villages of origin’ and the land in general’’ (Chatty, D., 2010: 25). 
 
Diaspora theory 
Diaspora studies can be used when investigating “cultural distinctiveness and its relevance to 
religious communities, nationhood and also social practices such as entrepreneurship” (Bauböck, R. 
& Faist, T. 2010:17). It can therefore be said that diaspora takes a point of departure in community 
and dispersal. Michel Bruneau distinguishes between four different types of Diasporas: 
entrepreneurship, politics, religion, ethnicity or race. Janine Dahinden defines diaspora 
transnationalism as the “ties of migrants and their collectives who entertain sustained social 
formations across borders while being settled in countries of immigration, thereby forming 
transnational fields or spaces” (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 18). 
The concept of diaspora, together with transnationalism, is an approach that has been used when 
researching the consequences of migration over the past decades (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 9). 
The main focus of the theory is the creation of “transnational social formations” (Bauböck, R. & 
Faist, T. 2010: 9), also focusing on the context in which these social formations have been working 
in, such as globalisation and multiculturalism (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 9). 
When researching topics within this field, it is important to distinguish between diaspora and 
transnationalism. Thomas Faist defines diaspora as having been used to ”denote religious or 
national groups living outside an (imagined) homeland” (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 9), while 
transnationalism is defined as often being used “both more narrowly – to refer to migrants’ durable 
ties across countries – and, more widely, to capture not only communities, but all sorts of social 
formations, such as transnational active networks, groups and organisations” (Bauböck, R. & Faist, 
T. 2010: 9).  
International Social Science Basic Studies 
4th Semester, 2013 – Project Examination!!
   11!
This project will mainly be using the concept of diaspora communities, since we are working with a 
diaspora community, when examining the conflict between supporting PKK when the host country 
views the organisation as a terror group, using Denmark as an exemplified case study. But since the 
two concepts cannot be separated completely, given that this would “neglect the rich panoply of 
definitions and meanings that constantly overlap” (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 10), this project 
will use meanings stemming from transnationalism too. 
Diaspora is an important term in both the political and academic world, nationalist groups use it to 
“pursue agendas of nation-state-building or controlling populations abroad” (Bauböck, R. & Faist, 
T. 2010: 11). It is often used to “mobilise support for a group identity or some political project; 
sometimes is the service of an external homeland” (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 11). 
Originally the concept of diaspora was used when researching groups like Jews and Armenians 
(Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 12), but it soon incorporated other religious groups. During the 
1970s the concept was reinterpreted many times, which lead to many definitions (Bauböck, R. & 
Faist, T. 2010: 12). Most of these definitions can be explained by three characteristics, each of 
which can then be subdivided into newer and older usages (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 12). 
This project will take upon the newer version of diaspora theory, which will be explained. The 
project will try to focus on the linkage across borders, in our case Turkey and Denmark, when 
investigating the cultural distinctiveness between the Kurdish people and Denmark as a state. 
1. Focuses on the cause of migration. 
• Newer notions refers to any kind of diaspora, such as “labour migration diasporas 
such as those of the Turkish and the Mexicans” 
2. Links cross-border experiences of homeland with destination. 
• Newer notions focus on dense and continuous linkage across borders, “as in the 
migration-development nexus”. The newer notions of this, do not only focus on 
origin and destination, but also include countries of onward migration. 
3. Concerns the integration of diaspora communities with the settlement countries. 
b. Newer notions within this characteristic emphasised cultural hybridity. Like the older 
version, there is a focus on the “cultural distinctiveness of the diaspora vis-à-vis other 
groups”. 
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The theory utilized within this project  
On the basis of these theories, this project will therefore be investigating the creation of national 
identity, within a Diaspora community. There will also be an emphasis on the political aspects of 
the conflict, since it stems from a political demand, the demand that Kurdistan should become a 
sovereign state. This demand has throughout the conflict changed, and now focuses more on equal 
rights for Kurdish people, but it is still very important for the creation of national identity. This will 
be put in the context of PKK being listed as a terror organisation, and thereby being portrayed as the 
bad guy, and how or if, this has affected Kurdish people living in diasporas.  
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Philosophy of Social Science 
This section will define the philosophical approach of this project, which is viewed as being in line 
with theories chosen. Gerad Delanty and Piet Strydom state “philosophy of social science concerns 
the principles regulating the search for and acquisition of knowledge… about reality… through a 
series of intersubjectively accessible and justifiable methodological steps” (Delanty, G. & Strydom, 
P. 2010: 3).  Three of the key concepts within philosophy of social science are epistemology, 
ontology and methodology (Delanty, G. & Strydom, P. 2010: 3).  
 
Epistemology comes from Greek words “episteme”, meaning knowledge, and “logos”, meaning 
theory, thereby meaning the theory of knowledge. The strict definition is, according to Gerad 
Delanty and Piet Strydom, “a fundamental branch of philosophy that investigates the possibility, 
limits, origin, structure, methods and validity (or truth) of knowledge”.  
Ontology stems from the Greek words “on”, meaning being, and logos, and thereby means the 
theory of being. It is concerned with the nature and knowledge of social reality (Delanty, G. & 
Strydom, P. 2010: 6). Within ontology the discussion is therefore on what social reality is.  
The meaning of methodology comes from Greek word “methodos”, meaning: “way towards or 
procedure for the attainment of a goal” (Delanty, G. & Strydom, P. 2010: 4) and “logos”. Therefore 
methodology is the “theory of the way in which knowledge is acquired” (Delanty, G. & Strydom, P. 
2010: 4).  
 
Within this project at interpretive tradition will be used. Within this tradition it is stated that “truth 
is a local judgement we make on certain claims, and which cannot be translated across boundaries 
of time, paradigms, languages games, etc.” (Olsen. P.B & Pedersen, K 2008: 150). It is also said 
that the “the only reality the researcher… can perceive is an interpreted reality” (Olsen, P.B. & 
Pedersen, K. 2008: 150) and therefore reality is to be understood in the context in which it is said. 
The interpretive epistemology is one that puts great emphasis on language, history and culture, and 
writers within this tradition does not believe that an objective truth is obtainable.  
This stand will have some effect on this project. When investigating the conflict between the PKK 
and Turkey, there might be different views upon the same matter and historical event, depending on 
which view is taken. For instance, if an attack happens on Turkish official buildings, then the 
Turkish government might see that as terror, whereas the PKK could see it as a part of the fight for 
liberation from the Turks. This happens because of the difference in the context the two different 
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groups exits in, and since people can never be truly objective and “the only reality the researcher… 
can perceive is an interpreted reality” (Olsen, P.B. & Pedersen, K. 2008: 150), then the reality and 
knowledge of the same historical event can be perceived in two opposite ways.  
 
When it comes to ontology there is a distinction between essentialists and constructivist. In order to 
stay in line with the interpretive epistemology, the chosen ontology of this project is the 
constructivist one. Within this tradition, the nature of reality is that the world is a “social and 
linguistic construct” (Olsen, P.B. & Pedersen, K. 2008: 151), therefore the question between 
essentialists and constructivists is whether the object of study “exists as a positively given object per 
se, or as a conceptual construct qua science, ideology and the ways in which we ask questions” 
(Olsen, P.B. & Pedersen, K. 2008: 151). Within constructivists it is also believed that general laws 
of society are not possible, but rather social situations are unique and local (Olsen, P.B. & Pedersen, 
K. 2008: 151), bound to the history and culture of the specific place.  
This should be remembered when analysing the interviews made with Kurdish people living in 
Denmark with affiliation to PKK. Since the reality of their world is a construction, the interviewees 
would have a different worldview than us as outsiders, also different from the Kurdish people living 
in Turkey.  
The fact that the constructivist ontology states that it is not possible to create general laws of how 
society works, also affects the usage of the theories chosen. Since every situation is unique and 
local, it is important to adapt the theories to this specific conflict.  
 
As mentioned, methodology is about how to proceed with the analysis. Within this project the 
deductive approach is used. This means that this project will test the theories chosen, on the 
empirical data gathered, in order to see if these fits the chosen exemplified case.  
 
The theories chosen within this project, social constructivism, and sub theories of diaspora and 
identity, correlates well with the chosen philosophical approach. Both theories puts great emphasis 
on culture, language and history, and therefore this project will be able to use the theories together 
with the philosophy chosen.  
 
The chosen philosophical approach also has an effect on the methods chosen. When using social 
constructivism, qualitative methods are the main analytical approach to use, which is also the one 
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chosen by this project. This project has chosen to use semi-structured interview, when gathering 
empirical data we are able to gather information of the unique and local situation of the Kurdish 
people living in Denmark.  
 
Our place as researcher: 
 
When choosing to write a project with the interpretive epistemology, our role as researchers should 
be defined.  When choosing interpretivism there are two main consequences: fist “the researcher 
can never observe or understand something from outside his history and prejudices” (Olsen, P.B. & 
Pedersen, K. 2008: 161), and secondly “that the subjects of social science, that is, human beings in 
societies, are not inanimate objects, but continually interpretive individuals living in a world full of 
meaning” (Olsen, P.B. & Pedersen, K. 2008: 161). The world, also the one of the researcher, is 
therefore not a world only to observe, but also “a world of meaning” (Olsen, P.B. & Pedersen, K. 
2008: 161).  
Therefore we are not arguing that the findings of this project is an objective truth, rather it is a 
picture of the local reality of Kurdish people living in Denmark, supporting the PKK. This also 
means that we are not able to view the conflict in an objective way, and through the interviews, we 
are a part of creating the reality investigated.  
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Methodological Approach 
As explained in the philosophy of social science chapter, methodology is “theory of the way in 
which knowledge is acquired” (Delanty, G. & Strydom, P. 2010: 4). It is concerned with the 
strategies of “how to proceed with an analysis; how to generate and test theories, and according to 
which criteria” (Delanty, G. & Strydom, P. 2010: 151). This chapter will explain the methods used 
to test our chosen theories, and thereby gain knowledge on the local reality of Kurds living in 
Denmark supporting the PKK.  
 
As this project is written from a social constructivists point of view and studying Diaspora 
communities as a cultural system, this project have found inspiration to the chosen methods within 
the ethnographic study of socio-cultural systems. This is done since “Ethnography is the study of 
the socio-cultural contexts, processes, and meanings within cultural systems” (Tony L. Whitehead 
2004: p 4). The Ethnographic methods we will utilize to understand these specific socio-cultural 
contexts are Secondary Data Analysis and Semi structured interviewing. The structure of our 
project, will be designed according to the principles of the exemplifying case study (Bryman 2007), 
argumentation follows. 
 
Secondary Data Analyses 
“Secondary data is simply a reference to existing data” (Tony L. Whitehead 2004: p 3). The 
secondary data, which will be utilised in this project, is mostly used when examining the history of 
the conflict between PKK and Turkey and the background knowledge of the political aspects that 
played a role after the labelling of PKK as a terror organisation. To some extend secondary data will 
also be used when examining the general affect the labelling has had on PKK and its sympathisers, 
and then the primary data collected through interviews will be used when examining the situation 
for Kurdish people living in Denmark. 
Tony L. Whitehead lists the following sources as being secondary sources, and which this project 
will try to utilize throughout the research done.  
1. “Scholar and popular (including media) publications and products.” 
2. “Archival and statistical data found in various administrative sources at the national, state 
and local levels (e.g., national censuses, government agencies, state and local planning 
offices, police stations, city and town hall ledgers, budgets, sales records).” 
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3. “Other archival documents, such as maps, atlases, abstracts of titles, and title deeds;” 
4. “Records and data collected by business, educational, health, social services, labour and 
professional associations, church records, and other entities that collect data for their 
particular missions;”   
5. “Data  collected in various types of directories, including telephone, local business 
directories, special ethnic publications;” 
6. “Personal and Individual data, such as diaries, family histories, biographies and 
autobiographies, tombstones, etc.” (Tony L. Whitehead 2004: p 3) 
 
As the list of data sources show, there are no limits to what data can be implemented as long as the 
argumentation for relevance is in place. This project will mainly be using other academic articles 
and books as secondary data, and the focus will be on qualitative data, in order to be in line with the 
philosophical approach chosen.  
 
Fieldwork Utilized 
When studying cultural systems there are a number of fieldwork methods of possible significance to 
this project. Though as this project is limited to a certain time frame we have, according to 
following argumentation, decided to utilize the method of interviews. Another limitation stemming 
from the timeframe is the number of interviews that this project will be able to conduct. The 
primary data of this project will be based on 5 interviews, and therefore this project will not be able 
to show a completely thorough picture of how the Kurdish people living in Denmark and supporting 
the PKK feels towards the conflict and what should be done. As we do not have that many 
interviewed subjects for our case, it is crucial to note that the findings from these interviews are 
illustrative of the local reality of the interviewees, and their likes.   
When interviewing, we will use a semi-structured approach, which enables the interviewer to 
“capture unexpected issues and information” (Somekh and Lewin, 2011: p 62). Semi-structured 
interviewing have “much of the freewheeling quality of unstructured interviewing, but is based on 
the use of an interview guide... a written list of questions and topics that need to be covered in a 
particular order”  (Bernard 2002:205). Thus the interviewee can speak more freely and not be bound 
to the realm of one understanding of reality and the researcher maintains “a minimum of control 
over peoples’ responses, with the purpose of getting people to open up and let them express 
themselves in their own terms, and at their own pace” (Tony L. Whitehead 2004: p 16).  
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This particular method goes hand in hand with the philosophical approach chosen, since it can help 
us as researchers to understand the social reality of the Kurdish people being interviewed, and 
thereby reach a point, where it is possible to explain the local reality for Kurdish people living in 
Denmark supporting the PKK.  
With the interviews intent is to show the cultural heritage of Kurdish Danes with “connection” to 
Turkey, this project will guide the interviews to facilitate answers that can highlight: What 
knowledge each interviewee possess about PKK and their individual opinion on how to deal with 
the fact the PKK is labelled as a terror organisation by their country of residence, in this case 
Denmark.  
With resent events, where Abdullah Öcalan the leader of PKK and Recep Tayyip the Turkish Prime 
Minister, have attempted to reach truce between “their” people (Politiken.dk, 25/3-2013), this 
project will need to adapt according to the interviewees reactions to this new twist.  
Because of the fact that PKK is on the EU terror list, the interviewees are given the opportunity of 
being anonymous. This is done, in order for them to feel more secure when talking to us, in the 
hopes of them speaking more freely, therefore they will be given pseudonyms. Before the interview 
they were briefed about the topic of the project explaining that the interview would not be about 
whether PKK was to be seen as a terror organisation, but more the relation between Kurdish people 
living in Denmark and PKK, and the affects the terror listing has had. A mail (see appendix 1), in 
which the interview is explained, and the interview guide (appendix 2 and 3) is both attached in the 
appendix. The interviewees where also given the choice of doing the interview in Danish or 
English, and all of them chose Danish, because they expressed a feeling of being able to express 
themselves better. Therefore the quotes used in this project will be translated into English.   
 
Exemplifying case study 
There are Kurdish Diaspora communities in many states/nations; therefore we have chosen to do an 
exemplifying case on the Danish Kurds. “The strength of case study is that it can take an example 
of an activity – 'an instance in action'” (Walker, 1974) – and “use multiple methods and data 
sources to explore it and interrogate it” (Somekh, Bridget & Lewin, Cathy 2011, p 54). However, as 
no case is the same, parts of our project will be an extreme case (Bryman 2007). The reason for this 
is that our interviewees all have lived the main part of their lives in Denmark. Thus there have been 
cultural influences from the social contexts each have been a part of.  
When using an exemplifying case study “the objective is to capture the circumstances and 
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conditions of an everyday or commonplace situation” (Bryman 2012: 70). This kind of case study is 
often chosen either because they “epitomise a broader category of cases or they provide a suitable 
context for certain research questions to be answered” (Bryman 2012: 70).  The Method of 
exemplifying case studies can also be used when the researcher wants to test various theories on a 
particular case, and as a result “seeks to examine the implications of some of these theoretical and 
empirical deliberations in a particular research site” (Bryman 2012: 70), which is the case in this 
project. We seek to use the theories of Malkki and others, when examining the exemplified case 
study of Kurdish people living in Denmark.  
 
 
Analytical strategy: 
The analytical strategy of this project will therefore be to use the information gathered from 
secondary data, together with the empirical data from the conducted semi-structured interviews, 
when explaining the exemplified case study of the Kurdish diaspora living in Denmark supporting 
PKK.  
The data gathered though this will then be put into the context of Malkki’s theories, in order to test 
the hypothesis of those theories, when it comes to the diaspora. A visual of this strategy can be seen 
here.   
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Interdisciplinarity of the project 
  
This project will be a combination of sociology and political science. Sociology is “a disciplined 
understanding of society and the social process that both reproduce and change it” (Bilton, T. & 
Bonnet, Kevin: 442) and often researches “human social behaviour” (Bilton, T. & Bonnet, Kevin: 
442). Political science is in short terms “the study of government, the state and politics; more 
narrowly, the application of empirical theory and scientific methods to the analysis of political 
matters” (Heywood, A.: 456).  
This project will use aspects of both disciplines, when researching the effects of the double 
environment in which Kurdish supporter of the PKK living in Denmark exist. This will be done by 
looking at political aspects, for instance the history of the conflict and the terror labelling of the 
PKK, and see how this has affected the individual, in this case the PKK supporters living in 
Denmark.   
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Historical chapter 
 
In order to stay in line with the chosen philosophical approach, the historical context in which the 
Kurdish people live in is important in order to understand their world better. Therefore this chapter 
will go through the history of Kurdistan, in order to be able to utilize the empirical data gathered 
into a historical context. Since this project does not have the time to investigate the history of 
Kurdistan and the conflict between PKK and Turkey, this chapter will be build on two main 
sources: The thesis written by Robbyn Michelle Usherwood: “World War 1 and the Principle of 
National Self-determination: A Closer Look at Kurdistan” and the book “Blood and Belief – the 
PKK and the Kurdish Fight for Independence” written by Aliza Marcus.  Both sources are building 
on valid research, and are by this project viewed as reliable.  
Kurdistan 
T3D2%-/?/UJ2%C3#$&4U/34/$7-/'+4$-V$/+1/$7-/B3CC,-/W&#$(/A+2%'-F/GX&C:Y/B(6(/Z)==?[(/97-/J2%C#(/Z\&#734D$+4F/9&:,+%/]/
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Kurdistan has been referred to as the area in which the Kurdish people lived in, since the 13th 
century (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 53). Kurdistan does not only refer to the people living in the area, 
but also to the “social and political concepts they hold” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 53). As can be 
seen on figure 2, Kurdistan covers areas within the modern states of Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey.  
The majority of the Kurdish people in these areas live in “the mountains and uplands where the 
borders of Iran, Iraq, and Turkey meet” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 53). When discussing the Kurdish 
people and Kurdistan, it is important to say that there has never been a fixed area, which has been 
called Kurdistan, and the word “Kurd” “never referred to a fixed group of people” (Usherwood, R. 
M. 2005: 54). Michelle Usherwood states that with the exception of a poet, there is almost no 
evidence that “the Kurds were ever thought of as a united, coherent group of people by outsiders 
until the end of the 19th century” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 54). The Kurdish people often found 
themselves competing against the cultures and nationalities of the “host countries”, and where never 
allowed to create their own “Kurdish ethnicity” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 54).   
 
The Kurdish people can trace themselves back to the Medes, an Indo-European tribe, which came 
from central Asia into the Iranian area around 614 B.C. (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 55). Originally 
the name “Kurd” defined “those who inhabited the Zagros mountain ranges of the north-western 
Iran” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 55).  
From the 16th to the 19th century, the Kurdish people were under “autonomous Kurdish 
principalities authorized by the Ottoman and Persian Empires”, but as the Ottomans began to loose 
control of the area, a group called the Young Turks gained power and recognition (Usherwood, R. 
M. 2005: 55). The group created the Committee of Union and Progress1, which was the beginning 
of a nationalist movement “that altered the political and social nature of the Ottoman state, and with 
this the fate of the Kurds” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 55). In 1908 the military group led a coup 
d’état, which led them to power in Istanbul, and in 1909 they replaced Sultan Abdulhamit the 
second with Mehmet V.. This coup d’état has been accredited with the decline of the Ottoman 
Empire, and with the CUP in charge, the assimilation of non-Muslim Turks began, resulting in the 
Armenian massacre of 1915, in which between 600.000 to 1.000.000 Armenians were deported to 
the Syrian dessert and a subsequent genocide occurred. According to Michelle Robbyn Usherwood, 
it has been argued that this deportation was carried out “in order to transform the national make-up 
of the state or to possible homogenize the Empire” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 56).  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"!(CUP, 1908-1914), !
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After world war one 
 
As a result of World War 1, the Ottoman Empire was defeated. Mustafa Kemal Atatürk gained 
power in the area after the war, and he is accredited with creating the modern, secular state of 
Turkey (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 56). With Atatürk a strong sense of nationalism was created in 
Turkey, and one of his goal was to “assimilate those of non-Turkish descent, like the Armenians 
and Kurds, into Turks” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 57). As he gained power after the war, he passed 
and implemented laws that would cause a “Turkification of all non-Turks” (Usherwood, R. M. 
#$%&'(!"/)'(*+,!-.!/01('(23!/-&'4(5!6*47$88*9:!63!;<<;3!=*'$2!">">3!?(@!A-'B5!C*9D-7!E-&2(!
T3D2%-/0/92%S-:/24C-%/$7-/$-%.#/+1/$7-/9%-&$:/+1/A^N%-#Y/34/!.&X+4-/M/T&%&'734-Y/%-"-,,-/S2%C-/
":/_,3N3-%/9+2%+4(/B3'7-,/`&1+4/*2",3#734D(/
/
International Social Science Basic Studies 
4th Semester, 2013 – Project Examination!!
   24!
2005: 57), and he ignored Treaty of Séveres, a proposal of the Allies, that would “give the Kurds 
their own independent or autonomous state” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 55), see figure 3.  
 
As a result of this, the Kurdish people “found themselves without a state of their own and divided 
by the political borders of strong nation-states” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 58).  This happened even 
though there was “substantial amount of evidence was provided by the Great Powers that 
substantiated the Kurdish claim to national Self-determination by the time of the First World War”  
(Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 62). There was proof of a common culture and with it a national 
consciousness, together with evidence “that the people were capable of governing themselves” 
(Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 62). The defining factor of Kurds, according to Izady, “has been their 
way of life, economically, as well as culturally and sociologically, which has kept them apart, 
independent of other ethnic groups surrounding them” (Usherwood, Robbyn Michelle 2005: 62). 
With Atatürks “turkification” of the area, a strong “sense of national distinctiveness between the 
Turks and the Kurds” was created (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 63).  
As mentioned, the Kurds were promised an opportunity of self-government with the Treaty of 
Sévres in 1920, but Britain “abandoned their efforts to aid the Kurds and left them to be divided 
among contiguous states” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 63), and a year after promising the Kurds a 
state, Britain left their promise in order to maintain good relations to Turkey (Usherwood, R. M. 
2005: 64), which led to a new division of the area, see figure 4.  
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The British government feared that an independent Kurdish area, would lead to Kurdish people in 
other areas demanding the same rights and thereby threatening the “territorial integrity of 
surrounding states” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 64). The fate of Kurdistan was officially signed, 
when the allied and Turkey signed the Treaty of Lausanne, which made no mention of Kurdistan 
and the Kurds. This left the Kurds with no official state, split among four stronger states 
(Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 66). 
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Even though the Kurdish people were denied a state of their own, the “Kurds’ national self-
consciousness had grown stronger” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 74), this led to the rise of different 
political organizations over the next decades (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 75), amongst others the 
PKK. 
 
After World War 1 “repression came fast and furious in Turkey” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 76), 
exemplified with the deportation of 500.000 Kurds in the period between 1925-1928, and in Iran the 
British government helped to fight the Kurdish rebellions in order to protect their interests in Iraq 
(Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 77), and “during the inter-war period the governments of Turkey, Iran 
and British-controlled Iraq had national security agreements that they would not encourage Kurdish 
nationalism in each other’s countries” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 77). 
In Turkey “cultural and physical genocide of Kurds was taking place” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 
79). Kurdish people were arrested for “being involved with nationalists activity and even for more 
trivial acts, such as listening to Kurdish music” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 79), and estimates say 
that up to 80.000 was arrested for “demonstrating their national consciousness” (Usherwood, R. M. 
2005: 79) between 1980-1981 alone.  The Turkish government denied the existence of Kurds, 
instead calling them “mountain Turks” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 79) and the Kurdish language was 
banned in 1983.  
 
The rise of PKK 
During the period many nationalist groups emerged, “the most infamous Kurdish group known 
today is the revolutionary Kurdish Labour Party (Patiya Karkaren Kurdistan, PKK)” (Usherwood, 
R. M. 2005: 80). PKK was a result of two sources: “the Kurdish nationalist movement and the 
Marxist movement that began in the 1960s.” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 80). The party was officially 
formed in 1978, and are mostly known for their terrorist attack on the “government of Turkey and 
its civilian population” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 80) and their fight for independence of the 
Kurdish people.  
 
Initially a central committee consisting of three people (Abdullah Öcalan, Sahin Donmez and Cemil 
Bayik), under them was the five-person Regional Preparations Committees (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 
47) who decided the local actions. Members of the new party often dropped out of school in order 
to “devote themselves to the PKK” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 47), and people where send to their home 
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region to recruit members, often resulting in armed clashes with rivalling groups (Marcus, Aliza 
2007: 47). The party mainly had young male members, who were eager to fight for the cause. 
Sometimes this happened without permission from the local Regional Committee, a general 
secretary of PKK named Huseyin Topgider recalls that “as general secretary of a committee you 
might even say no to a planned attack, and it would still happen” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 47). Initially 
the party was not only fighting the Turkish government, but also other Kurdish groups, who said 
that “PKK members were coming armed to make trouble” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 48), one rival 
Kurdish group even worked together with the police to run PKK out of their area.  Because of the 
pressure from both the police and rival groups, the leader of the party, Abdullah Öcalan, fled 
Turkey in the summer of 1980, crossing the borders to Syria, urging the militants to join him 
(Marcus, Aliza 2007: 49). 
 
During the second half of the 1970s, the newly return of democracy was under pressure, and the 
government was losing control over the country (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 49).  In 1975-1980 there were 
4 different coalition governments, and none of them was able to function completely (Marcus, Aliza 
2007: 49). This situation was not helped by the economic situation in the country, reaching an 
inflation of 90 per cent in 1979, oil shortage, even light bulbs, medicine and toilet paper became 
unavailable (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 49). At the same time unemployment rates was rising, and the 
universities could only admit 20 % of high school students. Political violence also played a role in 
the late 1970s Turkey. Para militias like the Grey Wolves, who were affiliated with the ultra-right-
wing parties like Nationalist Action Party (MHP), grew stronger and where fighting the left-wing 
parties (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 50), and by the mid 1979s 20 people where killed a day. On the 12th of 
September 1980 at four A.M. it was announced on Turkey’s state radio, that a military takeover had 
occurred, and General Chief of Staff Kennan Even as its leader. The next three years “tens of 
thousands of lefties, Kurds, and rightists would pass through the courts and prisons, torture of 
detainees would become routine, and all democratic opposition would be muzzled” (Marcus, Aliza 
2007: 51). With the military takeover the constitution was rewritten, and again the “philosophy of 
the country’s founder Ataturk would be promoted anew” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 51).  
 
Two weeks after the takeover Öcalan decided that it was no longer safe for the forces of PKK inside 
Turkey, and insisted they flee Turkey, and make preparations for a rebel war from outside Turkey 
(Marcus, Aliza 2007: 53). During the first year after the takeover thousands of suspected PKK 
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supporters where put in prison, leading to the dubious honour of being the “Kurdish organisation 
with the most militants in prison” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 53).   
 
During 1979 and 1980 Öcalan had worked hard at trying to find PKK a new home, and in the first 
half of 1980, he had secured an agreement with DFLP (Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine) resulting in PKK militants being trained in guerrilla warfare at a number of DFLP camps 
in Lebanon (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 51). Between 1980 and 1982 about 300 PKK members had been 
trained by the DFLP, and at the same time Öcalan had established a number of other training 
facilities with other Palestinian groups, thereby allowing for PKK to spread among the different 
Palestinian groups, and many of these groups saw PKK as the most serious Kurdish organisation, 
Abu Laila, a member of the political leadership of DFLP, said “these people turned out to be really 
serious, real fighters, real soldiers… it was clear that he (Öcalan) really had some popular base in 
Kurdistan and that his men were much more disciplined and united than other groups. We thought 
this group (the PKK) was the most serious group in Turkish Kurdistan. This is why we kept them 
(in the camps” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 57).    
 
During the spring of 1981 Öcalan discussed with Mesut Akyol, one of the founders of the Turkish 
leftist Devrimci-Yol, about joining forces against the military leadership in Turkey (Marcus, Aliza 
2007: 63).  He also contacted other Kurdish groups and encouraged them to join the fight (Marcus, 
Aliza 2007: 63). At a Helwe-camp in July 1981 PKK held the largest gathering of its militants since 
the founding of PKK, discussing “what needed to be done to ensure the group could remain viable 
and restart its battle inside Turkey” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 65). The result was a discussion was a 
decision to start the planning of a war inside Turkey, and critique, after pressure from the other 
Kurdish groups, of the past mistakes “which primarily referred to the group’s physical and verbal 
attacks on leftist and Kurdish rivals” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 65).  
 
The war begins 
In the beginning of 1984 PKK was ready to start the war against Turkey, after having placed 
militias inside Turkey (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 79). Three provinces were picked for the initial strike 
due to their rough location, favouring guerrilla fighting, and the populations’ sympathy towards the 
Kurdish fight (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 79).  The goal of the first strike was not to kill Turkish soldiers 
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but instead it was more to “gain people’s support and get them to join us. At the same time we 
wanted to stage an attack that would give people trust in the PKK” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 79).  
On August 15 the towns Semdinli and Eruh was struck, and a statement was read at the town 
squares stating the formation of HRK (Hezen Rizgariya Kurdistan- Kurdistan liberation unit) 
(Marcus, Aliza 2007: 81). Then the militia retrieved to remote mountain villages where the Turkish 
military could not find them. There they started to promote the fight, explaining why it was 
necessary and what should be done.  
In October the PKK struck again when the Turkish president was touring the area in an attempt to 
show strength. This time three Turkish soldiers were killed (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 82). A week after 
PKK killed eight soldiers in Cukurca, near the Iraqi border and then a Turkish army captain was 
killed, which “shocked and impressed the local people. The PKK’s propaganda war was working” 
(Marcus, Aliza 2007: 82).  
Within PKK there were different controversies between some of the high-level members, and 
between 1983-1985 Öcalan “ordered or encouraged the murder of at least 11 … members” (Marcus, 
Aliza 2007: 94) by whom his authority was questioned. There was no room for anything other than 
loyalty and belief in the PKK cause, and if anyone where critical towards the methods of PKK they 
were to be killed. Öcalan did not always specifically order the murders, but he “created an 
atmosphere in which it was clear certain people had to be killed” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 94).  
 
The Turkish government were initially surprised by the attacks of 1984, but during the winter they 
had developed a strategy, making it harder for the PKK to enter Turkey and attack again (Marcus, 
Aliza 2007: 97). In mid 1985 the PKK faced a new danger: “Kurdish villagers armed and paid by 
the state to fight the guerrillas” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 98) being paid about 70 dollars a month. This 
was not only a military threat; it also made some of the militants uncomfortable, since they did not 
want to fight other Kurds. But still the number of people joining the PKK was rising, and after each 
attack new recruits entered the fight.  
As a way of attacking Ankara the PKK attacked “some 137 school as instruments of Ankara’s 
policy of assimilation” (Kutschera, Chris “Mad Dreams of Independence” middle east report July-
August 1994: 14). Overall the period was a time of retaliation, “PKK commander Mahsum 
Korkmax staged an attack in the Sirnak area in September and the Turkish soldiers retaliated with a 
big operation, wounding two of our people” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 107).   
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Öcalan was not happy with the way things were going; he was “displeased the rebels had not 
reached the military goals he had set, despite the group’s slow, if somewhat fitful, gains” (Marcus, 
Aliza 2007: 107). In this period the PKK were still working to prove them selves as a working 
force, and in the mean time the Turkish military was successful in attacking and killing a large 
number of rebels (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 1007).  The problem was the fact that originally the armed 
rebel groups consisted of three to five members each, and thereby not being able to fight the 
Turkish military who outnumbered them. It was not until 1985 that some of the commanders joined 
forces thereby creating larger groups, who were able to fight the military (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 
108).  
 
In order to force the Kurdish villagers to quit the guard system, PKK rebels surrounded the town of 
Pinarcik in June 1987. During the attack on the city , the PKK rebels had killed, eight men and six 
women, an attack later called the Pinarcik massacre by the Turkish media. “In order to strengthen 
our presence, collaborationists will be completely wiped out, warned the PKK’s Serxwebun party 
newspaper, making clear that Kurds who worked with the state were viewed as the same as enemy 
Turkish soldiers” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 115). Many of the attacks made by the PKK rebels seemed 
like they did not avoid to kill civilians – in the fist two month of 1987 35 Kurdish villagers were 
killed, including women and children (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 115).  These attacks turned the Turkish 
public opinion against the PKK, but many Kurds often ignored the attacks, and during 1987 and 
1988 there was a rise in memberships of the PKK, since “often, Kurds dismissed the reports as 
Turkish lies designed to smear the PKK’s reputation” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 116). Some Kurds even 
saw the killings of civilians as an unavoidable consequence of a legitimate fight. Another important 
factor was that the attacks on the Kurdish towns only resulted in killings when there was 
collaborators situated within, and when PKK attacked towns with no affiliation to the Turkish 
government they only did it to inform the town. The message from PKK was clear: “villagers who 
did not ally themselves with the state would be safe – at least from PKK attack” (Marcus, Aliza 
2007: 116). 
 
During the next decade the conflict between Turkey and PKK continued. With attacks from both 
sides the number of casualties rises. In 1990 the first legal Kurdish party in Turkey, HEP, was 
founded, and in 1991 22 deputies from the party was elected at the national election in Turkey. In 
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March of 1993 the PKK offered a limited, unilateral ceasefire. In June 1993 the HEP was banned 
shortly after PKK has killed 33 unarmed Turkish soldiers, and a new party, DEP, was founded.   
In April 1995 the “Kurdish Government in Exile” was formed in Europe. Among this governing 
body there were “eight DEP officials, including five former parliamentarians, and their presence 
gave the PKK-dominated body a certain legitimacy the rebel group could never get on its own” 
(Marcus, Aliza 2007: 235). Even though, “the parliament had some successes, but it would be hard 
to call the parliament itself a success” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 236). However, the ability of PKK to 
gain political influence was made more difficult when there in 1993, were several attacks on 
Turkish businesses in Germany, France and Switzerland (Marcus, Aliza 2007). This combined with 
the Turkish militaries harshness, which had left nearly every village in the south-east empty, gave a 
decline in the support of Öcalan's tactics and as “Turkish leaders, especially military leaders, were 
not interested in accommodating Kurdish nationalist desires in any form” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 
245), Öcalan was still limited to leading the party from exile (Marcus, Aliza 2007). “Nonetheless, 
as the second half of the 1990s drew to a close, two things were clear. Öcalan was not going to 
change his unrealistic analyses of the PKK’s strengths and the Turkish state’s weaknesses, even as 
it became clear that he was losing military ground; and the Turkish state was unwilling to change its 
unrealistic approach to the Kurdish problem, even as it grew clear that while the PKK could be 
contained militarily, it could not be destroyed. What remained was the Kurdish problem” (Marcus, 
Aliza 2007: 253). 
In 1998 Öcalan was ordered to close down PKKs main training facility inside Syria. After 19 years 
the pressure and threats of military interference from Turkey had forced Syria to reconsider 
Öcalan's stay (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 255-271). “On October 9, 1998, Öcalan quietly slipped out of 
the country “ (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 271), he tried to gain asylum in different European countries and 
“on November 12, Öcalan flew to Rome, announced his real identity and demanded asylum. Certain 
of being arrested and held in prison— Italian foreknowledge of his arrival only assured him entry 
into the country, not freedom—he claimed chest pains and was whisked off to a hospital under 
heavy guard” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 273). 
After Abdullah Öcalan had lost his stronghold in Syria, “the PKK leader’s fate became a question 
of relations: between Europe and the United States, which not only viewed Öcalan as an 
unrepentant terrorist leader, but always was mindful of the interests of its close ally Turkey; and 
between Europe and Turkey, which viewed European hesitation as a sign that it was not serious 
about fighting terrorism. Öcalan’s leadership of a violent group made it near-impossible for the 
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West to embrace him, yet few were under any illusions about Turkey’s treatment of its Kurdish 
minority” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 274). After several attempts to achieve political asylum in countries 
with sympathising populations towards PKK, Italy, Greece and Russia, Abdullah Öcalan resided at 
the Greece Embassy in Kenya, and on February 15th 1999 he was detained by Turkish agents and 
forced back to Turkey (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 274-279).  
 
The capture of Öcalan led to demonstrations in many European cities “and in Berlin, three Kurds 
were shot dead as they stormed the Israeli consulate. Some people tried to burn themselves alive in 
protest. In Iraq and Iran, Kurds held rowdy demonstrations; and in Turkey, where protests had to be 
expressed carefully, shops in the main city Diyarbakir were shuttered” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 280). 
Najmaldin Karim, an American Iraqi Kurd explained the general Kurdish support, towards PKK 
and, now captured leader, Abdullah Öcalan: “There has really not been any other venue for the 
Kurds to express their opinion, explain themselves, and try to gain their rights like equal citizens in 
Turkey with preservation of their Kurdish identity” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 280).  
However “with Öcalan in prison and the PKK clearly scrambling to figure out its next move—and 
how to govern itself—the time was right to undercut the group and its demands” (Marcus, Aliza 
2007: 280). Öcalan “called on the PKK to hold to the ceasefire he last announced in September; he 
indicated the negotiating tack senior PKK officials should take on his behalf” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 
280). At this point, the PKK were turning towards a more political approach and after Öcalan was 
sentenced to death on June 29 “he publicly called for PKK forces to withdraw from Turkey and 
give up the armed struggle” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 286).  
Öcalan's sudden turn in ideology, was, within the PKK, preceded as either, the new way of political 
negotiation, which aimed at a strong democratic Turkish state with equal rights, or as his defeat, but 
as he on several occasions manage to prove his position as leader of the PKK, his voice remains the 
voice of the PKK (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 280-286).  
The ceasefire, initiated after the capture of Öcalan, was the beginning of some changes in Turkey. 
“Kurdish-language classes were allowed” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 294) and general cultural 
expression were legal. However, the restrictions made on the new reforms by the Turkish 
government, did not give equality between ethnicities in Turkey and “In June 2004, frustrated by 
the lack of dialogue or serious political movement on the Kurdish issue and eager to reassert the 
PKK’s relevance, Öcalan called an end to his ceasefire” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 295). Furthermore 
the demand that Kurdish, and the extension of Kurdish identity, should be “nationally recognized 
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and accepted, without restrictions that aimed to marginalize the language” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 
295). These requests still were not meet and in 2006 “the PKK’s guerrilla war picked up 
dramatically” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 295). 
The “war inside Turkey would leave close to 40,000 dead, result in human rights abuses on both 
sides, and draw in neighbouring states Iran, Iraq, and Syria, which all sought to use the PKK for 
their own purposes” (Marcus, A. 2007 1). . 
 
In 2002 the PKK was internationally labelled as a terror organisation. Therefore it has since then 
been illegal to active support the PKK. The effects of this have been evident in Denmark, to 
exemplify this; the next section is two cases in which there have been placed judgement. 
“The most popular television station for Kurds in Turkey is a satellite station that, most recently, 
was called ROJ-TV. Currently broadcast out of Denmark” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 293). Since 2005, 
one year after ROJ-TV opened, it has been subject to investigation from the Danish police, as the 
Turkish state states that ROJ-TV has been spokesman for the PKK. In September 2010 the Danish 
“Director of Public Prosecutions” pressed charges against ROJ-TV (denstoredanske.dk 28/5-2013). 
Due to the investigation, which proved financial links between ROJ-TV and the PKK, ROJ-TV was 
in January 2012 sentenced to pay 40 fines of 65.000 DKK and even though ROJ-TV was still 
allowed to operate, the French satellite supplier removed its licence after the conviction (jyllands-
posten.dk 28/5-2013). While investigating the TV-station, the Danish police found other ties 
between Denmark and the PKK (politi.dk 23/5-2013). The police found evidence that 140 millions 
DKK, had been funnelled on to the PKK (politi.dk 23/5-2013) and there were arrested eight 
persons. They were all released within three months and the eight men still awaits the verdict.  
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Kurds as a Diaspora 
 
Throughout the first couple of chapters, is has been mentioned numerous times, that Kurds living in 
Denmark are by this project seen as a Diaspora. This chapter will, on the basis of the theory of 
diaspora, explain why this is so.  
As mentioned in theory chapter, Thomas Faist defines a Diaspora as a term that denotes “religious 
or national groups living outside an (imagined) homeland” (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 9). This 
is by this project deemed as the definition of Kurds living in Denmark. As seen in the history 
chapter, Kurdistan is an area, which has been known for centuries, but it has never been an actual 
country. As Andy Curtis says it, “the stateless Kurds have never had their pleas for a state of their 
own heard by the government now controlling their historic homelands” (Curtis, A. 2005: 2), and as 
a result of this “The Kurdish people are now a people in exile from their homeland” (Curtis, A. 
2005: 3). After being incorporated into Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey, and not being recognised as 
and ethnicity in especially Turkey, the Kurdish people were not able to express their Kurdish 
culture in traditional Kurdistan, “however they have found opportunities to do so in liberal western 
states” (Curtis, A. 2005: 3), thereby creating a Diaspora of a Kurdish “national group living outside 
an (imagined) homeland” (Bauböck, R. & Faist, T. 2010: 9).  
 
The Kurdish Diaspora in Denmark is by this project viewed as both an ethnic and a political 
Diaspora. The ethnicity aspect of it comes from the fact the Kurds, after world war one, was 
deemed to have a common culture and having a national consciousness, and there was “substantial 
amount of evidence was provided by the Great Powers that substantiated the Kurdish claim to 
national Self-determination by the time of the First World War”  (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 62). As 
mentioned in the historical chapter, this evidence was build on the fact that Kurds should be viewed 
as a sovereign state “has been their way of life, economically, as well as culturally and 
sociologically, which has kept them apart, independent of other ethnic groups surrounding them” 
(Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 62). But because of the fact that after the Treaty of Lausanne, which had 
no mention of Kurds or Kurdistan, Kurds no longer has a country to call their own, and therefore 
they are by this project viewed as an ethnicity instead of a nation.  
The reasons for defining the Kurdish Diaspora as a political one, is that, especially for the part of 
the diaspora supporting the PKK, the fight is for political equality. As it is seen in the historical 
chapter, the demands from the PKK has changed throughout the conflict, but one of the demands 
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that has always been a part of it, has been the right to equality on all stages, both politically and 
socially, meaning the right to form Kurdish parties, the right to speak their language, having 
Kurdish names etc., and this chance has been blocked by the many laws of the countries who 
incorporated the area called Kurdistan. Therefore the diaspora is by this project viewed as an ethnic 
diaspora fighting for political equality.  
 
When looking at the newer version of diaspora theory, as explained in the theoretical chapter, the 
Kurdish diaspora can be seen in all the characteristics. 
1. Focuses on the cause of migration. 
• As this characteristic focuses on any kind of migration, the Kurdish diaspora fits under 
this. This migration happened because of the conflict, and not being allowed to act out the 
Kurdish way of life.  
2. Links cross-border experiences of homeland with destination. 
• This characteristic does not only focus on the homeland, but also the host land. Since this 
project is investigating the effects the Danish society has had on the Kurdish people 
supporting the PKK, and living in Denmark, this approach is deemed useful. 
3. Concerns the integration of diaspora communities with the settlement countries. 
• Since this characteristic concerns it self with the “cultural distinctiveness of the diaspora 
vis-à-vis other groups”, it will be possible for this project to investigate the difference in 
between the two groups, thereby investigating the double environment in which the 
Kurdish people supporting PKK and living in Denmark is a part of.   
  
On the basis of this, together with the fact that the concept of diaspora is an approach that has been 
used when researching the consequences of migration over the past decades (Bauböck, R. & Faist, 
T. 2010 p. 9), this project will be able to investigate the double environment of the Kurdish diaspora 
community in Denmark, in particular the part of the diaspora actively supporting the PKK, and how 
the migration of this group to Denmark, has affected their national identity.  
 
International Social Science Basic Studies 
4th Semester, 2013 – Project Examination!!
   36!
Analysis of the Semi-structured interviews 
 
This chapter will be the analysis of the 4 semi-structured interviews made, in which we have 
investigated the double environment the Kurdish people living in Denmark and supporting the PKK 
exist.  The analysis will be divided into three different areas: 
1. The interviewees thoughts on Kurdistan and what the best solution to the conflict is 
2. The interviewees relation to the PKK 
3. The consequences for them, and other sympathisers, after the terror listing in 2002 
 
All of these areas will be put into a historical context in which the answers will be analysed. As 
mentioned earlier, the interviewees have been given pseudonyms, and thereby anonymity, in order 
for them to feel safe when talking about this sensitive topic supporting or sympathising with PKK. 
Before the analysis a short introduction to the four interviewees will be given.  
 
Before the analysis of the four PKK supporters living in Denmark, a short explanation of the 
political context will be given. This will be done on the basis of an interview made with Lars Aslan 
Rasmussen, who is working as a member of the Danish Social Democrats at the Copenhagen city 
hall. He has been a working there since 2005. His father is Kurdish from Turkey and his mother is 
Danish. He is born and raised in Denmark. Before the interview, we gave him the chance to be 
anonymous, but he didn’t feel that is was necessary. The focus of this interview was different than 
the others made, since this was focusing more on the general political situation of the conflict. Lars 
Aslan Rasmussen has “often been representing the social democrats in Turkey… also regarding the 
conflict with Kurdistan” (00:25-00:31), and he says that he has been in Turkey, in a political 
context, around 20 times. Therefore he is by this project, viewed as a reliable and valid source, 
when researching the political situation in Turkey.  
 
According to him “the PKK is many things. They are affiliated with a political party, even though 
they say they have nothing to do with each other, everybody knows that, what is called BDP in 
Turkey is a part of PKK, the civil part. PKK is a militant organisation, and, the way I see it, a 
product of the Turkish government’s politics towards the Kurds, when it comes to language and 
culture, where they don’t acknowledge the Kurds. Therefore PKK is an armed organisation that 
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uses military power to reach a goal. At the same time, PKK is an authoritarian organisation, that 
doesn’t have much room for dialogue (01:00-01:50).  
 
When it comes to the role of the PKK in Denmark, Lars Aslan Rasmussen states that during his 
childhood, “PKK only played a role for Kurds from the Turkish area, today they also play a role for 
Kurds from Syria and Iran” (02:15-02:20). He also states that if you are Kurdish from Turkey then 
“PKK is the only thing that matters. You are either very pro-Kurdish or you have a Turkish frame 
of mind or religious. They play a big role, but when you look at how many Kurdish people there are 
in Denmark, which is the biggest ethnic group, combined with the fact that maybe two out of three 
from Turkey are Kurdish, then they do not play as big of a role, as I think they want to make it seem 
as though”  (02:32-02:55). Therefore it is important to mention again, that we are focusing on 
supporters of the PKK, and that this project does not make any general conclusions regarding the 
Kurdish people as a whole. But, according to Lars Aslan Rasmussen, when it comes to cultural 
events for Kurdish people, “then the PKK is the biggest organiser” (10:35-10:39).  
 
Lars Aslan Rasmussen views on the conflict, and a possible solution; is that “there are different 
assessments of this. I think that you shouldn’t undermine the fact that many Kurdish people are very 
religious, as the sitting government in Turkey is at the moment, and even though Kurds do not like 
it when you say it, then that government is there because of the Kurdish voters… therefore you 
either support PKK or the government. This is very new, because usually Kurds have not voted for 
the government, and they do that now because for some, religion is more important than PKK. 
Therefore if a solution is to be found, then it is going to be with the current government… what is 
currently interesting, with the announcement from the PKK that they will withdraw, is what the 
Kurds will get in return. There is no doubt that there are some forces that will do whatever to stop 
this negotiation, because they live of it (03:10-04:10).  
One of the main problems at the moment is, according to Lars Aslan Rasmussen, that there are still 
thousands of Kurds in prisons because of supporting terror. Before peace can happen, they need to 
be discharged (04:20-04:30).  
He stresses the fact that if the only thing that Kurds get out of the current negotiations is the right to 
defend them selves in Kurdish and to be named Kurdish names then he is “exited to see how long 
the PKK will be able to stick together” (05:25-05:29).  
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In order for a peace to occur, then “all of the people who are in prison because of terror have to be 
discharged, because you cannot have a peace with 7000 Kurds in prison… therefore it is important 
to get amnesty for those people… also, the results have to come quickly, for instance allowing 
Kurdish to be taught in schools, allowing for people to use their culture as they please, and this is 
the hard part when it comes to Turkey, for them to accept that there are two people, and before this 
happens I think that it will be hard to reach actual peace (05:40-06:29). He goes on by saying, “up 
until the 90’s there was no acknowledgement of Kurds in Turkey. Now they acknowledge this, but 
it is hard to think of Kurds as being equal to Turks in Turkey” (06:40-06:50).   
 
When it comes to the labelling of PKK as a terror organisation, he thinks it has played a role. He 
says “there is a feeling of it as being unjust… both in relation the ROJ case and the arrestment of 
PKK supporter” (07:48-08:19). According to him, the labelling has made it more difficult to say 
certain things, and “in order for a peace to occur, then PKK has to be taken off the terror list” 
(09:00-09:04).  
But he does not think that the “terror labelling plays that big of a role for regular Kurds” (09:55-
09:57) and goes on by saying that he thinks that “there are many Kurds who don’t really now much 
about it” (09:57-10:00). But a place where it has played a role in Denmark is on the political arena, 
since it, according to Lars Aslan Rasmussen, has meant that “many politicians don’t want to touch 
upon the topic, because it is very black and white… earlier there has been a bigger support for the 
Kurdish rights among Danish politicians than there are at the moment” (10:00-10:25).    
 
When talking about the relationship between Turks and Kurds, and reflecting upon whether the 
conflict is only going on, on the governmental level or if it is also happening in the streets, he 
answers “the relationship between Turks and Kurds, also in Denmark, is definitely not the best. This 
doesn’t mean that it doesn’t work, but it does take up a strong presence (12:29-12:50).   
 
When discussing the role of the PKK in Turkey compared to other groups, he states that there are 
other groups working for peace without violence, “but they are very small compared to earlier” 
(13:27-13:30), and if you are pro-Kurdish then you support the PKK. This can be seen at many of 
the local elections, where pro-Kurdish parties have very good elections when you think about the 
conditions they have, and they would probably have even better election if the system was like it is 
in Denmark” (16:29-16:40).  
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According to Lars Aslan Rasmussen, Öcalan takes upon “a cult like role… you are not allowed to 
criticise him, this also goes in Denmark… you can compare it to the royal house in Thailand… and 
at the moment, his release from prison is a part of the demands from the Kurdish side” (14:12- 
14:40). He goes on by saying that fore most Kurds “it is more important to get him out of prison, 
than to get the right to speak Kurdish in schools” (15:09-15:13). Discussing Öcalan's role, he also 
states that “they have to negotiate with him now, because what happens when he dies? Who should 
they then negotiate with? Are they worse or better… he is the one they have to talk with, and you 
can always say that `okay, he is in prison, and what is he allowed to do`… but still, what he says, 
the PKK does (17:40-18:40).  
 
Lars Aslan Rasmussen can be seen as someone who has been greatly affected by the double 
environment in which he is living. He is very much a part of the political side of the conflict, but 
instead being a part of the PKK, Lars Aslan Rasmussen has gone into Danish politics, and through 
this, he is trying to improve the lives of the Kurdish people, not only in Denmark, but also in 
Turkey. As mentioned earlier, this interview was made, in order to investigate the political side of 
the conflict, when a person with a Kurdish background involves himself in the fight for equal rights, 
independent from the PKK. Therefore this interview will not be analysed as the others, since he is 
not an official PKK supporter, rather it is used as data surrounding the political aspects of the 
conflict in Denmark.  
The most evident place where you can see that Lars Aslan Rasmussen takes upon a more political 
stance regarding the PKK, is when talking about the organisation it self. Of the 5 interviews, he is 
the only one who speaks of the PKK as a militant organisation, whereas the other speaks of it as a 
party. This could stem from his political background, and the fact that his place in society gives him 
the opportunity to put the Kurdish cause on the political agenda, without officially supporting the 
PKK.  
 
Lars Aslan Rasmussen states that “up to 9 out of 10 Kurds living in Denmark does not come from 
the areas referred to as Kurdistan, and they have not experienced fights” (07:20-07:26). Therefore it 
is important again to note, that this project does not talk about Kurds in general, nor does it talk 
about Kurdish people with ties to Turkey. This project is focusing on Kurdish people, living in 
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Denmark, and supporting the PKK. It is their local judgements we are investigating, and therefore 
not generalising about the entire ethnic group of Kurds.   
 
Now the four interviewees will be introduces, before going on with the different areas that are to be 
covered with in the interviews.  
 
5/2#'7)#8##$9:$$
Afran is a 29-year-old male. He is a 3rd generation immigrant, and his family came to Denmark in 
the late 1960s. Afran’s father became active in the movement, when Afran was nine (08:40-08:45). 
His father then slowly introduced the rest of the family to the organisation, and the family saw PKK 
as the only solution to their problems, and therefore they started going to PKK events and 
supporting them “in every way we could” (10.00- 10:40). His father has been one of the major 
players within the Scandinavian PKK fractions (53:50-54.04).   
 
5/2#'7)#8##$;:$$
Biwar came to Denmark as a 2 year old as her family had to flee from Iran. Her dad was politically 
active in the a Kurdish political party in Iran, where he also was a part of the militant part of the 
conflict, which was the reason why her family had to flee from Iran, as it wasn’t safe for them to 
stay there anymore (3:43 – 4:04). So the conflict has been very close to her life, as her family has 
been involved in the conflict in one way or another. When her brother turned 18 he decided to join 
the PKK guerrilla and dedicate his life to the cause of PKK and has today been there for 13-14 
years; so the conflict continues to be on close hold making it an even bigger part of her life.  
 
5/2#'7)#8##$<:$
Cevik is a first generation Kurd in Denmark, as he came to Denmark in the year of 1995(00:25-
00:29), why was not really mentioned and we did not ask. His family has a history of being active 
in the conflict as freedom fighters.   
Besides his family being active in the conflict, he himself is also very supportive of the PKK; he has 
numerous times been in the Danish media showing his support to the PKK and in that way making 
people aware of the fight for Kurdish rights. 
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Diljen is 28-year old male. He is a second-generation immigrant, and there are stories of his family 
being forcefully moved to the area surrounding Ankara. He came to Denmark when he was three 
years old. He is currently in the midst of pilot education. He does not have any official ties to the 
PKK, but he does support them. According to him, he is the first one in his family to take interest in 
ancestral search. 
 
!"#$)/2#'7)#8##*>$2".&3"2*$./$%&'()*2,/$,/($8",2$2"#$?#*2$*.@&2)./$2.$2"#$A./6@)A2$
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As mentioned in the historical chapter, before world war one, “autonomous Kurdish principalities 
authorized by the Ottoman and Persian Empires” (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 55) where to be found 
in the area. But after the war the fate of Kurdistan was officially signed, when the allied and Turkey 
signed the Treaty of Lausanne, which made no mention of Kurdistan and the Kurds. This left the 
Kurds with no official state, split among four stronger states (Usherwood, Robbyn Michelle 2005: 
66).  
When talking about loosing the area to other states, Afran says, “We have been victim of other 
countries stealing our land, and since we are not a recognised nation, then we can’t demand 
anything back” (17:25-17:30), and according to Afran a consequence of loosing your autonomy is 
“when you don’t have a country, then you don’t really have anyone to protect you” (17:10- 17:15). 
The fact that there is no state to protect your rights, and that an ethnicity, like the Kurds, had to live 
within other states, is seen in the example from the historical chapter, in which “Kurdish villagers 
armed and paid by the state to fight the guerrillas” (Markus, A. 2007: 98).  
This is also an example of “a deeply felt relationship to the ´villages of origin´ and to the land in 
general” (Chatty, D. 2010: 25) and also as Malkki states “through memories of, and claims on, 
places that they can and will no longer corporeally inhabit” (Malkki, L. 1992: 24). Therefore the 
statement from Afran is a clear indication that he has an understanding of Kurdistan as a nation, and 
that it is his homeland. This is also a clear indication of uprootness, which Malkki talks about in her 
theory of displacement. Afran's statement that he does not feel like he has a country that protects the 
Kurdish rights, in the area known as Kurdistan, and this was the reason for the uprootness which 
lead to the settling of Kurds in, amongst many countries, Denmark.  
Afran is the only one of the interviewees who talks about Kurdistan, but after going through the 
historical chapter, it can be argued that this is a general thought of the Kurdish diaspora, and even 
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the western world agreed to the fact that the Kurds, after world war one, were deemed to have a 
common culture and having a national consciousness, and there was “substantial amount of 
evidence was provided by the Great Powers that substantiated the Kurdish claim to national Self-
determination by the time of the First World War”  (Usherwood, R. M. 2005: 62).  
 
When looking at the solution to the conflict, then the development of the PKK goal is interesting. 
When the organisation was first formed in 1978, the original aim was “a destruction of colonialism-
refereeing at all the state-forces occupying the Kurdish populated region of the north-western 
middle east (i.e. including territory in Syria, Iraq, Iran, not just Turkey) – and the construction of a 
democratic and united Kurdistan, based on a Marxist-Leninist principals” (Casier, M. 2010:3). But 
since then, the goals of PKK has changed, and PKK “today no longer advocated separation from 
Turkey as official policy, but seeks the transformation of – and its integration into – a democratised 
confederalised Turkey” (Casier, M. 2010:4). 
When the interviewees’ where asked about their thoughts on the best solution to the conflict, most 
of them said that the most important thing was equal right.  
Biwar answered: ‘’Well, I am against boarder divisions, firstly because it has split the Kurds when 
the boarders were drawn after first world war where the Kurds were divided into four countries, so 
my wish is not to, and I think I’m talking on behalf of many Kurds, though there are also some 
Kurds who wish for an independent country, but that boarders are not drawn, because then you 
divide the other nationalities, you have Turks in the Kurdish areas as well, and Arabs and Iranian 
and Azerbaijanis and so on, so it would be doing the same to other ethnicities as they did to us. So it 
would actually just be to for example to change some constitutions, meaning constitutions like in 
for example Turkey and Iraq, Iran and in Syria so they would say that, both ethnicities are equal no 
matter if you are Kurd or Syrian or Arab and so on. So for me it would actually just be a 
democratization of the constitutions. They should of course be realized both politically but also on a 
micro level’’ (01:43-02:48).  
 
Afran says, “personally I would think that the best solution is to create Kurdistan as a state. In some 
way, the difference is still too big, and I don’t think that Turkey is ready, or the population, is ready 
for the process of peace, and to give more rights to the Kurdish people. It will take many years 
before they are ready to do this” (00:54- 01:15). In addition to this, he also states “Even if peace 
occurs, and Kurdistan becomes a sovereign country, then it would still be a problem, because I 
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don’t think the population can get used to it. That could take maybe 100 years to change the 
system” (02:05-02:21). This is substantiated by a statement from Diljen, who states, “it'll take a 
miracle to get Kurdistan as a sovereign state” (15:00-15:20) 
When asked what Afran thought was the most important thing, demarcation of equal rights, he 
states: “because of my upbringing, the most important thing to me is to find the most peaceful 
solutions. Also because of the fact that I have been brought up in Denmark – and some of the things 
that is happening in that part of the world (the Middle East), I don’t agree with” (13:38-13:50). This 
can be seen as an example to theory of C. Wight Mills, in which he says “every individual lives, 
from generation to the next, in some society… he [sic] lives out a biography, and… he lives it out 
within some historical sequence. By the fact of his living he contributes, however minutely, to the 
shaping of his society and to the course of its history, even as he is made by society and by its 
historical push and shove” (Bilton, T. et al., 2002: 18). It is clear from what Afran says that he has 
been affected by the society in which he has been brought up in, in this case Denmark. From that 
we can deduct that he, indirectly, says that if he had been brought up in another society, for instance 
Turkey, then he might have had another point of view if asked this question. This is an example of a 
person, who has been affected by the double environment in which he lives. In this case he comes 
from two societies, one of which makes him a part of the conflict, his Kurdish background, and the 
way he wishes to solve the solution, the Danish society. He elaborates on his notion of the peaceful 
solution by saying “I think the best solution would be one where everybody agrees. Progress will 
not come if the Turks are forced to agree to something politically. Because then there will be 
problems all of the time” (14:09-14:25). 
 
To this question Cevik says that his dream case scenario of a solution to the conflict, would be that 
Kurds would get an independent country where they can be autonomous, but as he says it is a dream 
scenario (00:40-00:50 and 36:20-36:36). Though, according to Cevik, it is not realistic as the 
Kurdistan area also inhabits other ethnicities and nationalities ‘’I think it would be difficult to make 
it as democratised as the west. I think it wouldn’t match the culture, there are ideological and 
religious views that do not match either and would be in opposition to it and create a lot of 
problems. And then there are also the greater clan mentalities, which the PKK has tried to avoid but 
they are still present in the country, where it is the clan leader that rules, but you still have the 
different villages that stand together, like if I know you and so on…’’ (36:36-37:23). He thinks that 
the ultimate goal is a democracy, in which everyone is equal, but he then stresses the importance of 
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adapting the democratic way of ruling to the area, since, according to him, it will not work in the 
form it is seen in, for instance, Denmark (39:48-40:50).  
 
As explained in the chapter defining the Kurdish community as a diaspora, the Kurdish people have 
found the opportunity to express their Kurdish culture in the liberal western states (Curtis, A. 
(2005): 3). Therefore the fact that the interviewees feel that equal rights, something that plays a big 
part in for instance Denmark, can be seen as an example of the double environment in which they 
live. The ultimate goal is to be able to take the democratic ways of Denmark, and adapt it to the 
context in the Kurdistan area, and create an area in which people are free to practise whatever 
culture you come from in a free way, as Afran states it: “I feel like I am in the middle… I call my 
self a Danish Kurd. I am proud to be a Kurd, but if I had not been born in Denmark, then it is not 
sure that I would have become the person that I am today. Many of the things I have learned here 
about rights, supports my cause” (23:44-24:27).   
Biwar ’’I have actually thought about this, even if it becomes an independent country or not, then I 
think that I would do it half-and-half. I would at least like to have a… I feel an affiliation to 
Denmark, and I like it here and I have after all been raised her, so you can say that I am 
systematically tied to Denmark. The system is different in the Kurdish areas, no matter what part 
you are in. And I think that… I’ve been in the Kurdish areas two-three years in a row now, and it is 
in that way that I create an connection thereto, and I can feel that it’s a different life form what I 
also like and I also want to be a part of, so therefore I would try to divide it in some way and be 
back and forth…’’ (15:40 – 17:30). Here you see a clear example of Biwar being affected by both 
the Kurdish and the Danish society in which she lives. She goes on by saying that she “would like 
to do some social entrepreneurship in the Kurdish areas, there is a need for development… and in 
those areas, the Kurdish people living in Europe, who have educations and have some 
socioeconomically advantaged who can contribute and develop the area…  (18:55-19:35). Again, 
this is an example of a person who has been affected by two different societies, and through the 
resources and knowledge gained from both, are trying to help the Kurdish people – as she says “we 
take the resources we have here and use them where it can be beneficial” (20:05-20:12).   
 
When asked whether he would move to Kurdistan, if the country at some point became a sovereign 
country, Afran states ’’I think I would. But first and foremost I think that it’s to please my curiosity. 
I have never been able to go there in those areas, so somehow you have some kind of an affiliation, 
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you have like a mystical thing in your thoughts about that place that you have never been. So yes I 
feel that I have to go there at some point, if it happens. Not to, live there maybe but at least to see if 
it’s, all the time and energy that I’ve put in to it, if it’s like what I’ve imagined it to be. So of course 
at some point I want to, but I do not want to live there (29:00-31:20). This quote shows us two 
things. As written in the theoretical chapter: “all of these root metaphors are only as powerful as the 
people make them, or as meaningful as they make them, meaning that these terms are always 
socially constructed” (Chatty, D. 2010 25). Therefore when Afran speaks of Kurdistan as a 
“mystical thing in your thoughts”, it is an example of “these ´homes´ and ´homelands´ that are 
invented through memories” (Malkki, L. 1992 27-30). 
You also see the double environment in which he exist. He does have a wish to stay there and 
experience the imagined country that he has been fighting for, but at the same time, he wouldn’t 
live there.  
 
This is also seen with the statement from Cevik, answering the same question: ’’…Yes, Yes I 
would. I think it’s easier for me, because I’m born and raised there, I know my family, and our 
home is still there. So it still creates an affiliation to the country. I think my younger sister, the 
youngest, she does not have such a strong affiliation because she came here as almost a newborn, so 
it plays another role where Denmark is her home, and she does not see any other country as 
Denmark. I think it depends on for how long you have been away, of course there are some who are 
very… no actually not, even though they are and wish to be, when it really happens then I don’t 
think they would move back to Kurdistan, because Denmark is a nice country. I think I can say that 
I can allow myself to move back because I have an educational background, I have the language 
that I know, and that makes it much easier for me, and I know the culture; this means that when I 
come there it’s not like I’m on vacation, I’m just there like I’m here in Denmark. But I think it 
would be difficult if I got children here, because then you start thinking what’s best for the children, 
you cannot avoid the fact that Denmark is the best country to live in, you have free education, you 
get support, you have a community that supports the weak and so on” (32:20 – 34:22). This 
argument is verified by Diljen, who states, “if Kurdistan becomes a sovereign state I would like to 
try living there, but when I get children I don't think they would”. 
Here you see a clear example of the double environment, in the fact that Cevik does have the wish 
to go there, and he has the cultural knowledge and the language, which will make him able to 
survive in the country without problems. But at the same time the Danish society, which he is also 
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very infiltrated in, poses some opportunities that the imagined country of Kurdistan does not. 
Furthermore, in the case of Diljen, it is evident, that there is self-consciousness about the effects of 
double environment on generations to come. 
 
!"#$)/2#'7)#8##*>$'#@,2)./$2.$2"#$4%%$
Since this project is investigating Kurdish people living in Denmark who have affiliation to the 
PKK, it is relevant to look at the interviewees’ perception of PKK and the relation they have to the 
organisation.  
 
Afran says, when asked about his personal opinion about the PKK, “to me PKK is the ultimate 
answer to what is not there, and what has not been seen anywhere. This also goes for my family; we 
have seen PKK as the only solution to our problems. All the others who have tried to fight our 
cause, has thought of themselves in the end” (6:30-06:55). He also explains how he and his family 
got involved with the PKK: “When I was around 9 years old my dad met someone from the PKK. 
And they knew that he was Kurdish, even though he didn’t talk about it. That was the way it all 
started. And then the rest of us got involved later, because we saw that it was the only solution to 
our problems.  My dad introduced my whole family to PKK, and we started going to their events 
and supported them in every way we could” (10.00- 10:40). This can also be linked to Afran stating, 
“when you don’t have a country, then you don’t really have anyone to protect you” (17:10- 17:15). 
The PKK is seen as an organisation that protects and fights for the Kurdish people, and to their 
supporters, the terror labelling is for many seen as being unjust. This is also mentioned in the 
historical chapter, with the statement from Najmaldin Karim, an American Iraqi Kurd when talking 
about the PKK: “There has really not been any other venue for the Kurds to express their opinion, 
explain themselves, and try to gain their rights like equal citizens in Turkey with preservation of 
their Kurdish identity” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 280).  
 
One of the main reasons for the terror labelling of PKK, have been the military attacks, which the 
PKK has been in charge of. When Afran was asked if he felt the means justifies the goals, he 
replied: “I think that it has been the only solution, and thereby it has been necessary… PKK doesn’t 
just come out of nowhere. It has to come from something negative which can become positive” 
(32:01-32:35).  
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To him, one of the reasons why PKK has been successful to maintain their position is because 
“PKK has successfully kept religion out of the cause, and therefore have been able to keep the 
supports together. They fight for freedom and justice. And the goal of the PKK is a society that 
resembles the one in Scandinavia… which I like” (26:07-26:30).  
 
This comparison between PKK and the Scandinavian society is also something that Cevik mentions 
when talking about the PKK. (39:05-40:50)  
‘’… But the middle east is the Middle East and the west is The West, their cultural base is so 
different that one shouldn’t think and be fooled to believe that a democratic model as the 
Scandinavian model can be copied‘’ (39:48-40:07) 
Cevik also thinks that the militia part of PKK has been necessary in promoting the PKK cause, and 
without it he does not think that they would have been able to gain the position they have now 
without it, this is also seen in the historical chapter, in which it is explained that “some Kurds even 
saw the killings of civilians as an unavoidable consequence of a legitimate fight”.  This can be seen 
in the following quote where he stresses the necessity of the militant actions ‘’…they accomplished 
to create something that was acceptable and that could gather everyone and include everyone. This 
created the possibility for the PKK to grow so fast, and because it was so youthful, new and with a 
fresh view on the conflict this created the PKK that we know today. It started as being peaceful, but 
it went and became more militant, and that was basically because of the pressure that was on them 
from the government and the military… It’s like when you have your back against the wall, and you 
don’t have the rights to freedom of speech or political processes where you can speak out, then you 
eventually get forced to arms’’ (08:12-09:20). This also stresses what Cevik means that PKK does 
for the people, as he mentions it started out as an organisation that could gather everyone and also 
include them. Moreover he also states that they fight for cultural identity for the Kurds and the right 
to practise this culture (28:18-28:45). 
His family has been engaged with the PKK cause as freedom fighters; this he stresses has given him 
a good insight in the entire situation involving the Kurds and been like a fundament for his further 
development as a Kurd himself (26:25-26:40).  
 
Biwar's thought on the PKK methods: she agrees with the militia part of the organisation, and views 
it as equally important as the political aspect when promoting the cause (04:45-05:20).  
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Her dad was active when they lived Iran, and that was the reason why they had to move to Denmark 
(03:40-05:20). She views Öcalan as one of the most important people – what he says, is something 
that the Kurds will do, besides this she stresses that Öcalan has been named as one of the 100 most 
influential people in the world, and this only shows how big an influence PKK has (14:00-14:53). 
’’… And just being able to celebrate the Kurdish new year freely in the Kurdish areas… 21 of 
March, I was there with 7 other friends, in the Kurdish part of Turkey, where we celebrated the new 
year with 2,6 million others, so that was a huge experience… and it was a very historical day 
because the leader of PKK he had sent a greeting in relation to the peace process, where he said a 
lot of things and the eyes of the entire world were on this event, cause they wanted to hear what he 
had to say, as it sets the direction of a the politics in progress in that area… his words mean a lot, he 
has also been announced as one of the 100 most influential people in the world, so this also shows 
how much influence PKK has right now…’’ (13:34-14:53).  This is another example of “print 
capitalism” in which Öcalan is able to communicate with his supporters, and it is clear from what 
Biwar says, that what he says plays an important role, and it will affect the way the supporters will 
act. An argument, which follows the line of Dinjen, said “When Öcalan speaks every Kurd listens, 
so the world knows his power” (28:20-28:45)  
 
Lars Aslan Rasmussen also explains the role of Öcalan, he has “a cult like role… you are not 
allowed to criticise him, this also goes in Denmark… you can compare it to the royal house in 
Thailand… and at the moment, his release from prison is a part of the demands from the Kurdish 
side” (14:12- 14:40) and “what he says, the PKK does” (18:35-18:40). And as seen with both the 
statement from Biwar and as mentioned in the historical chapter, in which it is says that: “his voice 
remains the voice of the PKK” (Marcus, Aliza 2007: 280-286). Öcalan is able to communicate, not 
only with the leaders of the PKK, but also with the entire support group, a clear example of the 
theory of “print capitalism”. As mentioned the PKK can, trough TV, Internet etc., communicate 
with the supporters, thereby always making the individuals “feel that they are part of a community 
and have something in common with people that they will never meet” (Andersen, H. & Kaspersen, 
L. 2007: 461), in this case, the “something” is the fight for equal rights for Kurdish people. By 
having this opportunity, the PKK is able to stay current and a part of the everyday life of their 
supporters, thereby creating the double environment, in which the Kurdish people supporting the 
PKK and living in Denmark exist. !!
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These answers all fit with what Lars Aslan Rasmussen talked about, when saying that the PKK 
plays an important role in relations to all cultural events for the Kurdish people. Together with the 
fact that the interviewees all see PKK as the main solution and the only organisation that truly 
works the Kurdish cause, then it can be argued that PKK has played an important role when 
investigating “why people identify themselves with their so-called homeland/country/origin/nation” 
(Malkki, L., 1992: 24-25), which is what one seeks to investigate when working with displacement 
theory.  
This is also an example of social identity; the interviewees all affiliate them selves with the PKK. 
Their social categorisation is therefore that they, by affiliating them selves with the PKK, categorise 
them selves in this context, and thereby together with others who support the same cause, and as 
Lars Aslan Rasmussen says: “PKK is the only thing that matters. You are either very pro-Kurdish 
or you have a Turkish frame of mind or religious” (02:32-02:55), thereby making the social 
comparison evident – you either support the PKK or you are not part of the social categorisation. 
An argument of which Diljen gives an example “The PKK is a Kurdish party, whether they are on 
the terror list or not” (22:45-22:55). 
 
Therefore it can be said that PKK plays a role in the double environment of the Kurdish people 
supporting the PKK, since they are deemed as “the ultimate answer to what is not there, and what 
has not been seen anywhere. This also goes for my family; we have seen PKK as the only solution 
to our problems. All the others who have tried to fight our cause, has thought of themselves in the 
end” (6:30-06:55) as expressed by Afran. PKK is by the interviewees viewed as the only 
organisation that has actually gained any results.  
 
!"#$A./*#C&#/A#*$6.'$)/2#'7)#8##*>$,62#'$2"#$2#''.'$@)*2)/3$)/$;DD;$
When PKK was listed on the EU terror list in 2002, many of the leading figures found the timing of 
the labelling off, since it happened during a "long period of (unilateral) ceasefire" (Casier, M.: 402). 
It was also during a time in which Öcalan was arguing for that the problem "in Turkey's south-east 
would be resolved by meeting the cultural demands of the Kurds, thereby shifting the goal of 
political autonomy to the background" (Casier, M.: 402).  
Many members of PKK and sympathisers thought that the labelling as a terror organisation has 
"turned Kurds into the guilty party, from the victims of violence into its perpetrators, while `the 
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state` appears to escape blame" (Casier, M.: 403), which has been seen as "a betrayal by the leading 
figures in the PKK and their followers" (Casier, M.: 402). 
The political wing of the PKK has been arguing that the labelling has meant an obstruction of "any 
kind of official negotiation of national actors with the PKK" (Casier, M.: 403), because the result of 
the terror labelling is that the legitimacy of the PKK is compromised, and that they are not to be 
seen as equal actors in the political solution to the conflict, and as a result "there is no public 
acknowledgement of the PKK as one of the main representatives of Kurds from Turkey, which 
confirms the international public image of PKK as nothing more than an armed terrorist 
organisation and prevents recognition of it as, at the same time, a social and political movement 
enjoying considerable popular support" (Casier, M.: 404). 
 
It is not only PKK supporters who find the labelling of PKK injustice. In April 2008 the second 
highest court in EU, The court of first instance, annulled the decision of putting PKK on the list, 
stating, “the decision had not been properly justified” (http://euobserver.com/justice/25917 
23/5/2013).  
In Denmark paragraph 114 of the penal code states that donate money, raise money, donate things 
of value, and procure loans to a person, organisation, group or any union who commits or supports 
terror. Also, you are not allowed to support any projects, which indirectly are a part of the 
accumulation of a terror group  
(https://www.pet.dk/Publikationer/~/media/Gammelt/4_sider_Dansk.ashx 23/5/2013 09:20). This 
puts sympathisers off PKK in an area in which they can either chose to keep supporting PKK, 
which is by many not seen as a terror organisation, and risk being labelled as a criminal, or they can 
chose to stop supporting the group who are fighting for equal rights for them.  
 
The fact that supporters, after the labelling, are viewed as criminals, is something that Afran also 
talks about, he says: “after 9/11 then everybody was against the people who did not feel the same 
way as America… all of a sudden we were no longer legal, we were criminals, and everybody who 
talked about PKK and sympathised where seen as criminals.  Supporting them both financially and 
going to their events was no longer allowed” (11:00- 11:35).  
He also states, “it was very hard as a Kurd, and especially as a PKK sympathiser, as a result of the 
labelling Kurdish people withdrew, and started feeling isolated. Therefore you either had to give up 
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and live as a regular Kurd – or you would give it your all, which meant that you would become a 
criminal, and then you have a lot to lose (12:09-12:32).  
When asked whether the labelling has reinforced the feeling in some, that they had to act and do 
something, Afran answers “yes and no… I think that those who are now afraid are those who live in 
Europe, because when living in Germany and Denmark, you are living in a society where you look 
down upon criminals… therefore when you compare people to a criminal and a murderer because 
they support a organisation who fights for equal rights and democracy then I think you are guilty of 
double standards” (19:12- 19:55). And goes on by saying: “I think that Kurds in Turkey feel they 
have to support it even more, because it is the only spokesman they have. For them it is the same 
thing, whether you are talking about getting a country or equal rights” (20:35-20:48).  
Cevik explains how the labelling of PKK made him more defiant; making him wish to speak up. 
This is why he has given a lot of interviews to journalists, as he wanted to use his right to freedom 
of speech given to him by living in Denmark. This is also a way for him to promote the cause, by 
using a specific right that the PKK is fighting for (16:40-17:10 and 19:00-19:30). Moreover he 
stresses that most people have been more careful ‘’well, people have been more careful, with no 
doubt, because now it’s no longer just Turkey that labels you as something criminal, but now it’s 
the whole world, or at least great parts of the world that labels you as something criminal. Its 
official, and means that people start becoming more suspicious and considerate in regard to who 
your friends are and who you have supporting you and who you can talk with, so in that sense 
people start to become more and more isolated, and the more isolated you are the more you start 
creating a paranoid situation for yourself and that can create something really bad…’’ (12:12- 
12.59),  
With these two quotes, the double environment is evident. On the one hand Kurdish people 
supporting the PKK feel associated with the organisation, and categorises themselves as part of that 
group, but on the other hand they live in societies where this categorisation will lead to being 
labelled a criminal, thereby creating a social comparison. 
 
This feeling of the labelling as something unjust is something that Lars Aslan Rasmussen also states 
in his interview: “there is a feeling of it as being unjust… both in relation the ROJ case and the 
arrest of PKK supporter” (07:48-08:19). In the case of ROJ-TV, as mentioned in the historical 
chapter, they were convicted of being promoting the PKK cause, and thereby supporting a terror 
organisation. The TV-station, according to themselves, is a station for Kurdish news and music, 
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currently only available through the Internet (http://www.metv.dk/node/2 28/5 2013). This 
promotion of Kurdish news and music, even though denying being supported by the PKK, is also a 
part of the “print capitalism”. This project does not say whether or not ROJ TV and the PKK are 
affiliated, but the mere fact that Kurdish culture is being promoted, gives the Kurdish people in 
Denmark a chance to keep them updated with information regarding their people.  
 
Biwar says that she couldn’t explain the consequences it has been for her, but she didn’t think that it 
had strengthen her affiliation with Kurdistan, though it has made her more determined and aware of 
who she is, and less afraid of stepping up and saying what she believes in, this is what she is 
fighting for (21:20-22.33) She gives an example, explaining a discussion she had with her brother. 
When she had told him she was doing an interview, he was concerned with her safety, but her 
answer was that it was the least she could do, especially when their brother is fighting in the militia 
(09:40-10:20). 
 
Both the quotes from Cevik and Biwar, about the terror labelling made them want to speak up are 
an example of the double environment they are a part of. They use the right given to him by the 
Danish constitution, to speak up about the PKK fight for equal rights. Both also show how they feel 
closer to their social categorisation, which they are not afraid to speak up about, and promote their 
cause.  
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Conclusion 
 
After working with the theories of print capitalism, national and social identity and displacement 
theory, when investigating the diaspora of Kurdish people living in Denmark, and supporting the 
PKK, it can be concluded that the diaspora has been a part of a double environment in which the 
diaspora exist.  
 
On one side, there is the PKK, who are seen as the biggest and most important organisation 
promoting the Kurdish culture and language, as it is said by Lars Aslan Rasmussen, when it comes 
to cultural events for Kurdish people, “Then PKK is the biggest organiser” (10:35-10:39).  
One of the ways in which the PKK is able to affect the diaspora living in Denmark is through print 
capitalism. This is seen in the way that the leaders communicate with the supporter, one example 
being Öcalan sending a message to Kurdish people at the Kurdish equivalents to new years eve this 
year, in which he spoke about the peace negotiations. Another example of this communication is 
through ROJ-TV, who is convicted of having ties to the PKK. This is also to be seen as part of the 
print capitalism, promoting Kurdish culture, and thereby contributing to the social categorisation, 
and thereby one of the sides of the double environment of which the diaspora of Kurdish PKK 
supporters, living in Denmark exist in. It is clear that the PKK does play a vital role, as Afran 
explains it; “to me PKK is the ultimate answer to what is not there, and what has not been seen 
anywhere. This also goes for my family; we have seen PKK as the only solution to our problems. 
All the other who have tried to fight our cause, has thought of themselves in the end” (6:30-06:55).  
 
On the other side of the double environment, playing a role in the creation of the society in which 
the Kurdish people supporting the PKK is the Danish society. These effects are seen when Biwar 
states that she plans on using the resources given to her through the Danish society, in order to play 
a role in the development of the Kurdish areas. Both Cevik and Diljen mentions that if they had 
children, they would want their children to grow up in Denmark, Cevik saying “But I think it would 
be difficult if I get children here, because then you start thinking what’s best for the children, you 
cannot avoid the fact that Denmark is the best country to live in, you have free education, you get 
support, you have a community that supports the weak and so on” (32:20 – 34:22).  
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Another way the double environment is illustrated is when discussing the solution to the conflict, in 
which most of them are very nuanced in their views. This could be an indication of seeing the 
conflict from more than one side, which could be an effect of living in a country that is not directly 
part of the conflict, as Afran says “if I had not been born in Denmark, then it is not sure that I would 
have become the person that I am today. Many of the things I have learned here about rights, 
supports my cause” (23:44-24:27).  
 
As equality is a very important aspect for the interviewees, the fact that the PKK has been labelled 
as a terror organisation by the west plays a role, since this made Kurdish supporters feel like 
criminals, because they supported the only organisation they thought was able to promote their 
culture and language, as Afran states it: “after 9/11 then everybody was against the people who did 
not feel the same way as America… all of a sudden we were no longer legal, we were criminals, 
and everybody who talked about PKK and sympathised were seen as criminals.  Supporting them 
both financially and going to their events was no longer allowed” (11:00- 11:35).  
This contradiction between the two societies, and thereby the double environment, the Kurdish 
people supporting the PKK living in Denmark exist, is best seen when it comes to the labelling of 
the PKK as a terror organisation. This is due to the fact that Kurdish people have, more or less, had 
to choose between the two environments, Cevik saying ‘’well, people have been more careful, with 
no doubt, because now it’s no longer just Turkey that labels you as something criminal, but now it’s 
the whole world, or at least great parts of the world that labels you as something criminal. Its 
official, and that does that people start becoming more suspicious and considerate in regard to who 
your friends are and who you have supporting you and who you can talk with, so in that sense 
people start to become more and more isolated, and the more isolated you are the more you start 
creating a paranoid situation for yourself and that can create something really bad…’’ (12:12- 
12.59). 
 
It is on the basis of these considerations that this project argues that the diaspora of Kurdish people 
living in Denmark and supporting the PKK, are existing in a double environment in which their 
national and social identity is affected by the, on some issues, contradictory societies. 
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Realisation of design 
 
This project views the findings of this project as being a realisation of the analytical strategy. This 
project has been able to test the theories chosen on an exemplified case study, and found them to fit 
this situation.  
Though it should be said, that the conclusions of this project is not to be seen as general laws that 
can be seen as being adaptable to Kurdish diasporas all over the world. This project only shows the 
local reality of the Kurdish people supporting the PKK, living in Denmark. It is also recognised by 
this project, that within a group, small or large, there might be some differences, never the less this 
project views the findings to be valid and useful when discussing the general thoughts of PKK 
supporter living in Denmark.  
Afterthoughts and perspectivation 
 
After finishing this project, some thoughts have occurred to us.  
 
• It would have been nice to base the analysis on even more interviews – but the time limits 
set a frame.  
• It would have been interesting to look at the direct discourse from the PKK to the Kurdish 
people living in Denmark and supporting them. But the focus has been on the interviewee’s 
perception of this.  
• If possible, it would have been interesting to go more in to the political aspects of the 
consequences of the terror listing.  
• In order to broaden the investigation, the usage of quantitative data could have been 
interesting, to have a clear picture of how many who actual support the PKK.  
 
Perspectivation to other areas of interest related to this project 
• Investigate whether the exemplified case study applies in other countries. 
• Make a political analysis of the PKK; is it a Kurdish organisation, political party or terror 
organisation? 
• What are the pros and cons of a terror list? 
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Åben spørgsmål hvor der er mulighed for at svare frit. 
Nations without a state 
 
 
1. Alder 
2. Køn 
3. Hvor mange generationer har din familie været bosat i Danmark? 
4. Hvad ville den bedste løsning på konflikten være og hvad tror du er muligt? 
5. Hvordan ser du PKK 
1. I hvor høj grad støtter du PKK som politisk organsitation  
6. Hvordan ser du på konflikten som helhed? 
1. Hvilke dele af konflikten mener du er vigtigst at få løst? 
2. Hvordan er der at leve i et land hvor den organisation du støtter(PKK) er stemplet som 
en terrorgruppe?  
7. Hvilket land identificere du dig mest med / Eller identificere du dig med kurdere geneneralt? 
8. Hvis Kurdistan bliver et selvstændigt land, vil du så overveje at flytte dertil? 
1. Hvor langt mener du at det er acceptabelt at gå for at opnå selvstændig 
2. At PKK er blevet stemplet som terrorgruppe i Danmark, har det været med til at 
forstærke en evt. national følelse? 
9. Hvad håber du, er det næste skridt i konflikten 
